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The NGO Committee of Children’s Rights, Education Working Group, invites children
and youth of all ages to express themselves. For more on the NGO Committee on
Children's Rights, check out: www.childrightsny.org. You can also read the Convention
on the Rights of the Child, and this child-friendly UNICEF version. For our first edition,



http://www.childrightsny.org/
https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/convention-rights-child
https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/convention-rights-child
https://www.unicef.org/child-rights-convention

we asked children and young people to tell us: what do your rights mean to you?




“Children are a priority, not a choice”

Meet Maya-Natuk. She is 16 years old and a Children’s Rights and Climate Activist from
Greenland. She says: “No matter who you are and where you are from, you can always
make a change.” Read more here.

Fredrick Douglass, Shiloh,
o age 7
FW@ & W M K Frederick Douglass was an
@ interesting man to me because

he was not afraid to stand up
for equality and human rights. A
long time ago in America it was
against the law for African-
American children to go to

school. Frederick Douglass
fought for the children to learn.

I Am From, Cassidy, age 12

| am from that kitchen table at
my maternal grandmother’s
filled with hours of long
conversations and homework
| am from that couch that |
watched tv on everyday after
school

| am from that blanketl carried
with me everywhere

| am from that blanket and
pillow thatl slept with every
night

I am from “money doesn't grow
on trees!”

and “because | said so”

| am from the flowers in my
maternal great grandma’s garden
That | watered with her every day
| am from the family of curly heads and dimples
From the family of exploring new things
| am from the tradition of National Garifuna Festivals
From carne asada y mamones
From the moment of my great grandmother's life getting married
and starting a new family
And from family Christmases and Thanksgiving dinners


https://childrightsenvironment.org/2023/02/07/children-are-a-priority-not-a-choice-meet-maya-natuk-greenlandic-childrens-rights-and-climate-activist/

| am from making Mac and cheese with my paternal grandmother
The memory of going to Honduras for the first time for my other
maternal great grandmother’s 90th birthday and visiting playas y
restaurantes

| am from the moments of the sounds of soothing waves,

birds chirping & police sirens everywhere

| am from seeing the news about school shootings everyday and
seeing how many innocent people die

| am from not being able to relate to the horror or fear these kids
face everyday going to school

Art Education is My Right, Vida, age 4

Audrey'’s Fight For Rights, Lily, age 12
Audrey Faye Hendricks was the youngest Civil Rights protester to go to jail. When she
was nine years old, she went to jail for one week because she was fighting for her



rights. Audrey is inspirational to many children because her actions teach them to stand
up for themselves and never stop fighting for what they believe. Read more here [add
link].

Audrey Faye Hendricks is a role model for many children because she inspires
them to stand up for their rights. She was born in 1953 in Birmingham, Alabama to her
parents—Joe and Lola Hendricks. Both of her parents participated in their local Civil
Rights movement. Joe Hendricks was even arrested along with 15 other
African-American protesters. Not long after Audrey was born, her little sister, Jan, was
born. Audrey and Jan went to Center Street Elementary School and Audrey was the
only kid from her school to protest for their freedom. When she was in high school, her
class was the first class to integrate which means that they were the first class to allow
both black and white students to sit together in class. Unfortunately, Audrey died in
2009 at the age of 56. Audrey is a role model for many children. This is because she
fought for her rights ever since she was a little girl.

A lot of important events happened during Audrey’s life. First, Martin Luther King
asked adults to protest and fill up the jails with protesters. When adults refused, Dr. King
asked children to fill the jails with protesters instead. Audrey volunteered even though
she knew the risk of being arrested and going to jail. Next, on May 2nd, 1963, Audrey
set out to protest with a game in one hand and a sign in the other. After a while of
protesting, Audrey got arrested. When she was arrested, Audrey was sentenced to one
week in jail. Finally, on May 8th, 1963, the jail could no longer hold all of the children
who had been arrested. Audrey’s sentence was cut short and she was released one
day early. Audrey had accomplished her mission. Audrey went through a lot of tough
times, but she never stopped fighting for her right to be respected and treated fairly.

While Audrey was in jail, she was questioned. One of the questions was, “Why
did you march? Audrey replied, “To go places and do things like anyone else.” Audrey
didn’t understand why that was so wrong. Audrey wanted to be able to do anything
white children could, like playing on the same playground, reading the same books,
drinking from the same water fountain and even eating at the same diners. | believe that
Audrey just wanted to receive the same treatment as everyone else.

Audrey didn't care how young she was. Audrey just wanted everyone to know
that it was not okay to not let her do the same things as everyone else. Audrey didn'’t
see the world as a place where people should be divided, but as a place where
everyone should be united. Audrey Faye Hendricks is inspirational to many children
because her actions teach them to stand up for themselves and never stop fighting for
what they believe.



1 2 TR .
" ;‘ \ ﬁ"\_,;:‘-;\'.-
o

Art Education is My Right Il, Vida, age 4

Rights of children and young people:

You and all children all over the world have the right to live a safe, fair and free life.

You have the right to the things that you need, like a place to live, food and clean water,
and the right to go to school and learn.

All young people, no matter the shade of their skin or where they live, have these rights.
These rights are freedoms that you have because you are a young person.

What do your rights mean to you?

Coming in Fall 2023: For United Nations Children’s Day and the anniversary of the UN
adoption of the Convention on the Rights of the Child, we want to know: What do you
hope for every child and young person across the world? Thanks Lalefia Garcia for
the great question! Young people, please tell us, and work with your grown up to share
your work, permission form here, and reach out to us with questions at
Committeeonchildrensrights@gmail.com.



https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/convention-rights-child
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd4Q6_uvCbmanXe2_hBY7Fe6rFwAQhuMuY41j50-z6UiSrdWg/viewform?usp=sharing
mailto:Committeeonchildrensrights@gmail.com

For more on the NGO Committee on Children's Rights, check out:
www.childrightsny.org. You can also read the Convention on the Rights of the Child, and
this child-friendly UNICEF version. If you’re curious, check out Lalefia Garcia and Caryn

Davidson’s: How We Can Live: Principles of Black Lives Matter and You Have Rights
Activity Book.

Banner art by Jonaki, age 2, designed by Annabelle Heckler. Special thanks to Théresé Plair and all the
members of the Education Working Group.
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